
Formal requirements for the course paper in „History of Economics” 
 

 

I. Paper structure 

 

1. The paper must contain the following elements: 

• Title page (see example in the Appendix 1 at the end of this document); 

• After the title page, there should be a page with paper’s summary (up to 800 

characters), keywords and table of contents  

• The main text  - see 3) below for more rules related to the main text 

• The bibliography – see part II below 

• If there are tables and/or figures in the main text, then after the bibliography the author 

should attach pages with list of tables and list of figures 

 

2. The length of the paper should be 14,000-27,000 characters (with spaces). This is about 6-

11 pages with 1.5-line spacing, 12-point standard font, 1-inch margins). 

 

3. Requirements for the main text: 

• Main text has to be divided into numbered and titled sections (also subsections can be 

used if needed). 

• Titles of sections should be in bold and justified to the left. 

• Sections do not have to begin at a new page. 

• The first section of the main text is “Introduction”, the last one “Conclusions”; these 

sections are not numbered.  

• Use standard font such as Times New Roman, 12-point size. 10-point size in 

footnotes. 

• Text pages should be numbered at the bottom of the page (title page has number 0 and 

it should be hidden). 

• Use 2.5 cm or 1-inch margins throughout the text. 

• Use 1.5-line spacing between lines; single space for footnotes and long quotations. 

• Indent all new paragraphs  

• Figures and tables should have numbers (such as Figure 1 or Table 1) and titles. The 

source of the data should be indicated at the bottom of the graph or table.  

• Use footnotes to provide short explanations, digressions, minor arguments, etc.; avoid 

too much footnotes.  

• Use the spell-check function of your word processor, but also read and re-read your 

paper two or three times to eliminate typos, spelling errors and language errors.  

 

II. Bibliography 

Bibliography should be placed after the main text with the heading “Bibliography” or 

“References” given in bold.  

Bibliography items should be sorted in the alphabetical order. Use the following bibliography 

style in your paper. 

 

For books: 

 

Janos Andrew C. 1982. The Politics of Backwardness in Hungary, 1825-1945. Princeton 

University Press. Princeton. (one author) 

 



Eyal Gil et al. 2001. Making Capitalism without Capitalists. The New Ruling Elites in Eastern 

Europe. Verso. London. (two or more authors) 

 

For journal articles: 

 

Williamson Oliver E. 1993. The Evolving Science of Organization. Journal of Institutional 

and Theoretical Economics 149, pp. 36-63. (here 149 is the volume of the journal). 

 

For chapters in books: 

 

Reykowski Janusz. 2005. Does Poland have a future?, in: Ewa Chmielecka et al. (ed.). 

Dillemas of modernity. Oxford University Press. Warsaw, pp. 341-345. 

 

For working papers and other unpublished documents: 

 

Dullen Stephen. 2013. Meeting the Challenge of Africa’s Development. World Bank Working 

Paper No. 23/2013.  

 

For Internet sources: 

 

Resnick John. 2004. Did Smith believe in invisible hand? http://www.werd.edu/smith.pdf 

(accessed on 5th July 2013).  

 

 

III. Citing and quoting 

 

When you use a source material (a scientific book, journal article, working paper, internet 

source, etc.) in your paper, you have to cite the source. This is not a matter of courtesy or 

choice – not citing the source you have used constitutes plagiarism, which is a serious 

academic misconduct.  

 

The rules for citing formally a source in a scientific paper are quite complex. A good 

exposition of these rules is given in the following document by Maria Pia Paganelli on pages 

19-22: 

 

“How to Write a Thesis/Paper in History of Economic Thought” 

 

This document contains also instructions on how to quote both short and long passages of a 

given text. 

Please, read these rules for citing and quoting very carefully and use them in your paper. In 

case of any doubt about proper citing or quoting you may ask me by email or by visiting me 

during my office hours. 

 

IV. Other formal advice on writing papers in history of economics 

You can also look at the following pages, which give excellent advice on how to write a paper 

in history of economics: 

http://business.baylor.edu/Steve_Gardner/HETPaper.html 

http://www.werd.edu/smith.pdf
http://coin.wne.uw.edu.pl/mbrzezinski/teaching/HEeng/Newlong-Notes.pdf
http://business.baylor.edu/Steve_Gardner/HETPaper.html


“How to Write a Thesis/Paper in History of Economic Thought” 

http://coin.wne.uw.edu.pl/mbrzezinski/teaching/HEeng/Newlong-Notes.pdf


Appendix 1: Title page  

 

University of Warsaw 

Faculty of Economic Sciences 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adam Smith’s theory of the division of labour 
 

 

 

 

 

By Jane Doe 

Student no.: 352853 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course paper for 2400-PP1HEa “History of Economics” 

Instructor: Michał Brzeziński 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Warsaw, December 2013 


